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Best Practice Category: Mechanical Document #: BP050 
 Category the document will be located on the Intranet under Best Practices  BP + Sequential Number = Category 

Document Title: Electric High Speed Cutting tools 
    

Owner:   Effective 
Date: 09/10/2020 

Revision #: 0 

 BUL of Originating Business Unit     

 
 

Business Unit Designation: 
 BU 01 - Infrastructure BU 02 - BR Civil BU 04 - Houston Civil

 BU 15 - Deep Foundations  BU 23 - Marine BU 29 - BR Mechanical BU 30 - Houston Mechanical

 Pipe Fab Facility  Form Fab Facility Westport Operations Cajun Office Facilities  
A check next to a Business Unit indicates this best practice is required by that business unit and therefore is a mandatory Standard 

Operating Procedure (SOP) for that business unit. 

 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
The purpose of this requirement is to establish requirements to protect employees from the hazards associated 
with the use of electric high speed cutting tools (angle grinder equipped with cutting wheel), and to provide 
guidelines on the purchase and use of this tool. 
 
 PROCESS: 
 

1. Employees who will be operating electric high speed cutting tools must first complete Cajun’s “Electric 
High Speed Cutting Tool” training. A card will be issued upon satisfactory completion of the written and 
practical portions of this training. 
 

2. The High Speed Cutting Tool Approval Form must be completed and signed by the Project Superintendent 
prior to performing the work. 

 
3. All electric high speed cutting tools stored or used onsite must meet the following criteria. 

 
4. All electric high speed cutting tools shall be DeWalt brand and must be equipped with wheel brake feature 

and E−Clutch, and must not be equipped with a trigger lock mechanism. The tool must be ordered without a 
trigger lock from the factory / vendor.  See comprehensive list of model numbers meeting these criteria below. 
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5. All cutting discs to be used with the above tool shall be Dewalt brand Metal Cutting High Speed Wheels 
Type 1 and must meet or exceed the RPM rating of the high speed cutting tool itself. . See comprehensive 
list of model numbers meeting these criteria below. 

 

 

 
 

6. The high speed cutting tool training card template has been attached to the assessment package. This card 
shall be issued upon satisfactory completion of training and issued to the employee to be kept on their 
person while operating this tool. 

 
7. All other brand / type cutting wheels and high speed electric cutting tools not listed above shall not be kept 

on−site. 
 

8. Applications for specific client / metallurgic requirements differing from this SOP or training shall be 
approved on a case by case basis by Business Unit Management. 

 
9. Complete Dewalt product guides referenced above can be located on the Cajun Intranet. 
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Approvals 
Title Signature Date 

   
   

 
Revision History 

Rev # Date Reason for Changes Originator Effective Date 
     
     
     
     

 
Note: SOP Requirement 
Work must be performed in accordance with the information in this Best Practice.  If it is determined, that work cannot be done as 
required in the document or that it presents additional risk, you must obtain authorization for variance from the Business Unit Sr. 
Construction Manager and Business Unit Manager of Safety.    


