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Best Practice Category: General Work Document #: BP058GW 
 Category the document will be located on the Intranet under Best Practices  BP + Sequential Number + Category 

Document Title: Impalement Hazards 
    

Owner:   Effective 
Date:  Revision #: 0 

 BUL of Originating Business Unit     

 
Business Unit Designation: 

 BU 01 - Infrastructure BU 02 - BR Civil BU 04 - Houston Civil

 BU 15 - Deep Foundations  BU 23 - Marine BU 29 - BR Mechanical BU 30 - Houston Mechanical

 Pipe Fab Facility  Form Fab Facility Westport Operations Cajun Office Facilities  
A check next to a Business Unit indicates this best practice is required by that business unit and therefore is a mandatory Standard 

Operating Procedure (SOP) for that business unit. 

 
PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this requirement is to protect Cajun employees from the hazards associated with working around 
impalement hazards. These requirements apply to impalement hazards at ground level. If performing elevated 
work, objects which do not normally pose an impalement hazard, could become impalement hazards. This 
needs to be assessed on a per job basis. 
 
PROCESS: 
Employees must be protected from rebar that they could fall onto or into. The hazard of “falling into" rebar 
exists where rebar is protruding at a 90 degree angle. This rebar must be capped just as if it were vertical. 
 
All unprotected vertical or horizontal rebar must be capped regardless of size. Rebar caps must be the square 
caps with metal insert (Cal-OSHA style). Mushroom style caps are not permitted. Where multiple impalement 
hazards exist, such as rebar dowels on piers, wooden troughs or covers may be constructed. 
 

 
 

For all other impalement hazards, anything less than 1 ½ inches must be covered. This includes but is not 
limited to t−posts, metal form stakes, and grounding rods. For anchor bolts, a 1 inch bolt has a 1 ½” nut, so the 
nut can be threaded up to the top of the bolt, providing the required 1 ½” surface. Any anchor bolts less than 1 

inch must therefore be capped. 
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Revision History 

Rev # Date Reason for Changes Originator Effective Date 
     
     
     
     

 
 
 

Note: SOP Requirement 
Work must be performed in accordance with the information in this Best Practice.  If it is determined, that work cannot be done as 
required in the document or that it presents additional risk, you must obtain authorization for variance from the Business Unit Sr. 
Construction Manager and Business Unit Manager of Safety.    


