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BEST PRACTICE

The following information is provided to further enhance the knowledge of quick snap back
issues on small engine pull cords:

Problem: Quick snap back on small engine pull cords.

Cause: Over time with heavy use on small engines, the valves get out of adjustment and cause
an increase in compression on the head. This increase in compression on head and valves can
cause the pull cords to snap with force, out of your hand.

Solution: When starting the engine. Pull the starter grip lightly until resistance is felt, then pull
briskly...as shown in the small engines owner’s manuals. If done correctly you will know if you
have a pull cord problem before it happens and the small engine can be tagged out for repair.

What to do if you have this problem with one of your small engine units on the jobsite:

If you identify COE (Cajun Owned Equipment) small engine equipment with this problem, tag it
out and removed from the work area. Contact your construction manager for guidance to swap
out the small engine.

Any third party rentals are to be tagged out, removed from work area and contact the vendor or
supplier to swap out or service the unit.

NOTE: The problem can only be corrected and will not go away until a valve adjustment has be
performed.

Please communicate this to all personnel who may operate small gas engines.
Also, select an electric start when renting or purchasing generators when
possible.
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STARTING THE ENGINE/STOPPING THE ENGINE

Starting the Engine

1. Make sure that the AC circuit breaker is in the OFF position. Tha
genarator may be hard 1o start if a load is connacted.

2. Tum the fusl valve lever to the ON position.

3. Pull the choke rod 1o the CLOSE position,

4, Make sure the Auto Throttle® switch is in the OFF position, or more
time will be raquired for warm up.

B. Mowe the engine switch to the OMN position.

B. Pull the starter grip Hghtly untll resistance is fakt, then pull briskly.

[mamee |
D pat ailow the starter grip (o snap back against the angine. Ratuen it
pantly o prevant damage to the starter.

7. Push the choke rod to the OPEM position as the engine warms up.

B. f you wish to use the Auto Throttle® system, turn the Auto Throttle™
switch to the AUTO position aftar the engine has wammied up for 2 or
3 minutes.

Sropping the Engine

In an emargency:

To stop the engine in an emergency, move the engine switch to the
OFF position.

I mormal usa:

1. Turn the AC eircuit breaker to the OFF position.
2. Maove the engine switch to the OFF position.

3. Turn the fual valve lever to the OFF position.

COMTROLS

Engine Switch

To start and stop the angine.
Swvitch poaition:

OFF: To stop the angine,
OM:  To run the angine,

Aecoil Starter

To start the engine, pull the starter grip lightly until resistance s folt,
then pull Briskly.

Do nat allew the starfer grip fo soap back agairst the engloe. Return it
rEnrly fo prrevent damage fo e starter.]
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